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Many Christians are aware of the obstacles and opportunities associated with the rise in

atheism and agnosticism over the past 20 years. But even with the rise in atheism and

agnosticism, the vast majority of the world (over 90%) still believe in some sort of god or higher

power.In this brief work, James Rudd presents a Biblical perspective on world religions,

religious pluralism, polytheism, spiritual warfare and territorial spirits. He attempts to answer

the question; “Why do we have so many different people, speaking so many different

languages, living in so many different places, worshiping so many different gods—and what

does that mean for followers of Jesus?”This brief explanation traces the Hebrew concept of the

Divine Council throughout the Old Testament and into the New Testament, where the concept

began to be referred to as “powers and principalities" and what is now commonly referred to as

"territorial spirits." This work is somewhat technical, but can be read in under an hour.Rev.

James Rudd has been a pastor since 2004. He has a B.S. in Bible and Pastoral Ministry from

Nyack College and an M.A. in Biblical Studies from Alliance Theological Seminary. He is also

ordained with the Christian and Missionary Alliance. Currently, he lives in Philadelphia with his

wife and three children. You can connect with him at reverencejournal.com.



The Divine Council, Powers, and PrincipalitiesA Brief Explanation of Territorial Spirits. Rev.

James Ruddwww.reverencejournal.comChapter One: Why This Matters (Part 1)According to a

2019 Pew Research poll, the number of Americans identifying as atheists has doubled since

2009. Sounds alarming right? Maybe, maybe not. In 2009, only 2% of Americans identified as

atheists. In 2019 that number had doubled, to 4%. An additional 5% of Americans identify

themselves as agnostic. [1] The increase in Americans identifying as atheists or agnostics

has spawned a fresh wave of apologetic seminars and books equipping believers to defend

belief in a god from the growing atheist and agnostic population.To put this increase in atheism

and agnosticism into perspective, for every atheist/agnostic, there are nine Americans that

believe in some sort of god or higher power. America is overwhelmingly theistic and

overwhelmingly diverse in it’s religious practices. This dynamic is called “Religious

Pluralism” [2] and results in a sort of polytheistic [3] society. As a Pastor of nearly 20 years,

polytheism (the belief in many gods), rather than atheism (the belief in no gods), appears to be

the bigger challenge facing the church in America. While I certainly support the emphasis on

defending the faith against a rise in atheism, I am also keenly aware of the much greater need

to help Christians learn how to navigate a society that believes in many gods. Christians need

to know what the Bible says about the existence of multiple spiritual beings, how this came to

be and how we relate to this reality as followers of Jesus. Atheism was hardly one of the most

significant issues facing the authors of the Old and New Testaments of the Christian Bible.

Rarely do the Biblical writers wrestle with the question of whether spiritual beings exist—it is

presumed that they do. The Hebrew Old Testament and the Greek New Testament both

emerged out of polytheistic contexts, and the surrounding peoples would have almost certainly

had some sort of supernatural worldview that recognized the existence of spiritual beings. As

theologian and missiologist Clinton Arnold writes; “The nations around Israel worshiped a

multiplicity of gods and goddesses. In every century and every geographical region, including

Palestine, the Jews lived in a polytheistic environment.” [4] Assuming that this is the case, the

Bible should be perfectly suited to equip the church to navigate a religiously pluralistic society,

since the Bible itself emerged from just such a context.The prerogative of the biblical writers

was not so much to convince their readers that a spiritual realm existed, but rather to explain to

their readers how the spiritual realm (1) came into being, (2) was populated, (3) functioned,

and (4) was organized. Questions like “How did all of these spiritual beings come to exist?”

and “Which spiritual being is more powerful?” or “What are the attributes of the spiritual

beings?” or “What spiritual beings are present in some places as opposed to others?” or “Why

do different people in different places worship different gods?” were the types of topics that the

biblical writers were trying to address and are also the types of questions that this work will

seek to address.Overwhelmingly, the Biblical writers were comparing and contrasting various

forms of polytheism with Hebrew and Christian monotheism. For example, in the Old

Testament, this contrast took the form of conflicts between Yahweh and the gods of Egypt (see

the plagues in Exod 7-11) or as contrasts between Yahweh and the Canaanite god Molech

(Gen 22) or the Philistine god Dagon (1 Sam 5). Similarly, in the New Testament, there is a

conflict between Jesus and various spiritual powers, principalities, rulers, and authorities that

were recognized by the Jewish audience. This conflict is ultimately resolved at the cross and

subsequently explained in the New Testament epistles. A biblical framework for a spiritual

realm is developed throughout the pages of the Bible. This biblical perspective establishes who

the authoritative spiritual being is, what He is like, what differentiates Him from other spiritual



beings, how He conducts His rule over the world, whether other spiritual beings exist and how

these other spiritual beings came into existence and relate to one another. As we will see, The

Old Testament concept of the Divine Council will become the foundation for the New Testament

concept of powers, principalities, rulers, and authorities.Chapter Two: The Old Testament

Concept of the Divine CouncilThe Hebrew people of the Old Testament had a supernatural or

spiritual worldview. Not only did they believe in a supreme creator-deity named “Yahweh”, but

they also believed in an entire category of spiritual beings called “ elohim ”. This concept,

structure or system is often referred to as the “Divine Council”. Essentially, the Divine Council

refers to all the other spiritual beings that Yahweh interacts with as He rules the world that He

alone created. As E.T. Mullen points out, the term “Divine Council” is essentially synonymous

with other Old Testament terms like “Divine Assembly”, “Council of the Gods”, “Heavenly Host”

and “Sons of God” [5] . Any of these terms refer to “A group of heavenly beings other than

Yahweh….” [6] Yahweh was the supreme and sole creator-deity who oversaw the Divine

Council. Among the members of the Divine Council, Yahweh alone had attributes like

omnipresence, omniscience and omnipresence. For the purposes of this work the term “Divine

Council,” as used in Ps 82:1 (ESV), will be used to refer to this concept.Samuel A. Meier

describes the Divine Council: “God’s council was composed of numerous supernatural

creatures associated with the stars and planets and the rule of the cosmos: ‘all the host of

heaven’ (1 Ki 22:19), the ‘sons of God’ (Job 1:6, 2:1), and ‘seraphs were in attendance above

him’ (Isa 6:2).” [7] Meir continues; “The divine council is the body to whom God

characteristically reveals His plans.…” [8] Prior to the exile prophets had privileged access to

the council (Amos 3:7), access that seems to diminish as Israel is increasingly unfaithful.

Perhaps no passages better establish the Hebrew perspective of the Divine Council than

Psalms 82 and 89. Foremost expert on the Divine Council, Michael Heiser suggests: “Psalm

82 is an essential text for understanding the Israelite Divine Council. The psalm contains an

explicit reference to a Divine Assembly under the authority of God ( elohim ) along with a

subsequent plural use of the word elohim (‘God, gods’).” [9] Psalm 82:1-2, 6-7 (ESV)

states:God has taken His place in the divine council;in the midst of the gods [ elohim ] He

holds judgment:How long will you judge unjustly and show partiality to the wicked?I said ‘You

are gods [ elohim ], sons of the Most High, all of you;nevertheless, like men you shall die,
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Kristofer, “Excellent first installment. I'm impressed by the clarity of this work given the rather

murky understanding most, nearly all, Christians have regarding the spiritual realm. (How could

it be otherwise if even Paul says we see as if in a mirror dimly).This little book flows well,

usually about a page or two before the end of a chapter, i found myself asking 'but what

about...' to subsequently be treated to a chapter answering my question.My only regret in

reading this book is that it wasn't long enough. There are more than a few questions raised by

this exploration which could have be addressed in a longer examination.I will be following this

author to see what other investigations will flow out of his keyboard and time spent with the

Most High.Well done!”

Marvin E. Nelson, “Informative and Helpful!. Jim Rudd does an excellent job of framing an

issue that goes widely undiscussed and is very much unknown among most professing

Christian believers. The Divine Council, Powers and Principalities digs into the issue of who

demons and angels really are in the wider scheme of the Bible and not just a New Testament

reading. Rudd goes deep into historical exposition as well as Scriptural grounding for the

premise he is proporting. This is well done and I want Jim to write more books!”

Paul L. King, “Vital insight, balanced teaching and corrective. Jim Rudd's short treatise is

packed with valuable biblical insights into this controversial subject. He acts as a Berean,

examining the Scriptures closely, as well as bringing in vital information from context, history,

culture, and religion, and consulting some of the best in conservative biblical scholarship. While

some teaching and practice regarding territorial spirits today goes overboard, Jim keeps us in

the boat of orthodoxy and orthopraxy by staying within biblical parameters and providing

correctives for those who go too far. His teaching expands the embryonic teaching of C&MA

spiritual warfare pioneer John MacMillan's book "The Authority of the Believer" on what he

called "geographic praying" to "roll back the principalities and powers." After clarifying that he

did not advocate commanding the territorial spirits directly as some teach and practice, I can

heartily endorse this book. The only shortfall is that it is too short! More, Jim, more! Paul L

King, ThD, DMin, co-author of "Binding and Loosing: Exercising Authority Over the Dark

Powers," and author of "A Believer with Authority: The Life and Message of John A.

MacMillan."”

Mike Gierhart, “A great primer on an often misunderstood topic. In this work, James Rudd does

a great job laying the foundations for study on the Divine Council. This book is concise, direct,

and easy to understand.  Looking forward to further publications from this author!”

Mike Sharkey, “Rev. Rudd does a great job explaining deep things in a simple way.. I loved

learning of the deep things of God and heavenly beings in a way that is very easy to

understand.”

Ron, “Brilliant work!. This paper was submitted as a cumulative project for Jim's master's

degree at Alliance Theological Seminary. It is well researched and well written. Highly

Recommended! Great job Jim!”

Mark R Meed, “Clear and concise tying of OT concepts to NT concepts of demons and angels.

This concise review of the OT reality of the 'divine council' and it's connection to NT angels,

demons and Paul's use of 'powers, principalities, ruler and thrones' will bring understanding to

what is a muddied topic in current evangelical thought. Personally, I will apply this in teaching



and ministry to broken believers. Highly recommend.”

Luke, “Great quick resource on an often misunderstood topic. Rev Jim Rudd does a

outstanding job unpacking a often misunderstood topic into comprehensible terms without

speaking down to the reader.I came away with a better understanding of the biblical basis for

Territorial spirits. Highly recommend this quick read that it sure to open your eyes.”

The book by Rev. James Rudd has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 9 people have provided feedback.
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